
 

Physical distancing of 3-6 feet (or to the greatest extent possible) will be

observed in the classroom. 

Physical distancing to the greatest extent possible will be observed in other areas

of school buildings.

 

Face Masks 
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Physical Distancing

Cleaning Protocols

Handwashing
Students will be taught how to

properly wash their hands. 

Students will be provided

frequent opportunities for

handwashing and hand

sanitizer will be available.

Classrooms and common areas of the

school building will be cleaned and

disinfected with an EPA-approved cleaner

on a regular basis. 

Water fountains will not be in service.

Students are encouraged to bring their own

water bottle and refill as needed at

designated filling stations in the building. 

Additional and/or deep cleaning will be

performed as needed with increased cases

and/or if an outbreak occurs.
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Per Governor Pritzker’s executive order on August
4, 2021, face masks are required for all students,
staff, and visitors (vaccinated and unvaccinated)
while inside school buildings and on the bus. 
Per ISBE/IDPH guidelines, masks should be two
layers and fit snugly over the mouth and nose.
The school district will provide masks for those
who need them. 
Masks must be worn for all indoor sports
regardless of an individual’s vaccination status.
Generally, masks do not need to be worn outside.  
For more information on face masks, see pages
11-13 of the ISBE/IDPH guidance document. 

Tips for Parents

This reference guide is based on the most recent guidance for schools from
ISBE/IDPH/MCDH (8/24/21) and is subject to change. 

Send your child to school with a mask and discuss
the importance of mask-wearing. Consider sending
extras masks so that your child may change masks after
eating or at another time during the day.  
Opt into the voluntary SHIELD testing screening
program to provide an opportunity for your child to
remain in school for in-person learning and reduce the
likelihood of quarantine. 
Keep your child home if/when they are sick and
report the absence and symptoms to your child’s school
via the school’s attendance line. 
Consider getting your child vaccinated when the
vaccine becomes available. If your child has been
vaccinated, ensure your school has a copy of your
child's vaccination card.
Drive your student(s) to school or carpool with
others if possible even if your student is eligible for the
bus. This will help reduce the number of
students/potential virus exposure on the bus. 

COVID-19 Mitigation Strategies

https://www.illinois.gov/government/executive-orders/executive-order.executive-order-number-18.2021.html
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Updated-Public-Health-School-Guidance.pdf?_cldee=ZGNiYXJyQGQ0Ny5vcmc%3d&recipientid=contact-3bc2135e72f4ea11a816000d3a5913bd-1a215defe5134a5ab3f945d5705fee5c&esid=6d60c4fb-d0f6-eb11-94ef-0022480aa2b2
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Updated-Public-Health-School-Guidance.pdf?_cldee=ZGNiYXJyQGQ0Ny5vcmc%3d&recipientid=contact-3bc2135e72f4ea11a816000d3a5913bd-1a215defe5134a5ab3f945d5705fee5c&esid=6d60c4fb-d0f6-eb11-94ef-0022480aa2b2
https://www.mchenrycountyil.gov/home/showdocument?id=104474
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An individual who tests positive for COVID-19 must

isolate at home for 10 calendar days and be

symptom- and fever-free before returning to

school. Per the current IDPH Exclusion Chart, if a

student is experiencing COVID-like symptoms*,

families must: 

1) keep their child at home and isolate for 10 days;

2) provide a doctor’s note with an alternative

diagnosis stating COVID is not suspected; or 

3) provide proof of a negative test result (PCR test

recommended).  

   

Illness 

Ventilation / Air Flow
When weather allows, windows will be open on buses to circulate fresh air. 

HVAC systems have been adjusted in all D47 facilities to allow the maximum amount of fresh air

in from the outside while operating. 

NEW FOR 2021-22: Air purifiers have been placed in every instructional space in school buildings

to improve circulation and filter air particles.

Vaccination
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Screening and Testing
NEW FOR 2021-22: Shield screening testing Shield is an

innovative surveillance program created by the University of

Illinois to help mitigate the spread of COVID-19. Through routine

testing via a saliva-based PCR test, the virus can be detected in

asymptomatic individuals. Shield testing is an opt-in, voluntary

program open to staff and students. Parents can opt into the

program at any time via ParentVue. For more information about

Shield testing, visit the FAQs.   

Free PCR testing District 47 is a CLIA-certified test site and

offers free PCR tests for staff, students and their families. Test

kits may be picked up and dropped off at the CORE Center, 300

Commerce Drive in Crystal Lake, between 7:30am and 4:00pm

Monday through Friday. Results are typically available within       

 12-24 hours. 

COVID-19 Mitigation Strategies

The district will promote vaccination clinics to the school community. When the vaccine becomes

available for students under the age of 12, the district will promote and/or host a clinic if deemed

necessary and appropriate. 

The vaccination status of eligible students will be requested to ensure proper protocols are followed in

the event of a COVID-19 exposure or outbreak. This is voluntary for families; however, if a student is

vaccinated and the district does not have proof of vaccination on file, the student will be treated as if

they were unvaccinated and be subject to contact tracing and quarantine.

https://www.d47.org/Page/11388
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Y1XQvw90gflvVktSMtnColM4qRvDjq0LWaCjCvB3SFA/edit?usp=sharing


 

Seating charts will be used to assist contact tracing if/when

needed. 

Physical distancing will be implemented to the greatest extent

possible.

Hot and cold meal options will be available.

Breakfast and lunch will be free for all D47 students this year per

continuation of a COVID-relief mandate. 

Cleaning and disinfecting protocols will be followed.

 
Supplies 
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Cafeterias

Lockers

Classrooms/Instruction
Classrooms will have regular class sizes with physical

distancing of 3-6 feet (or to the greatest extent possible). 

Students will receive a full instructional day and curriculum

allocations at all grade levels.

Teachers may work with small groups of students in close

proximity in order to return to best instructional practices.

Middle school students will switch classrooms and

teachers while minimizing congestion in the hallways.

Physical distancing will be implemented to the greatest

extent possible. 

Elementary students will move to other areas of the

building for encores, such as PE, LMC, art, music, and STEM.

Students may use individual lockers but shared lockers will

not be permitted.

Visits to lockers will be staggered to avoid congregating and

congestion in hallways to the greatest extent possible. 

. 
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School supplies purchased by families for students
from the supply list should not be shared. 
School supplies and other materials
purchased/provided by the district may be shared
but will follow cleaning protocols. 

PE/Recess/Playgrounds
Students will be outside whenever the weather

permits.

Masks will not be required while outside; however,

anyone who wishes to wear a mask may do so. 

Playgrounds will be open for use before, during,

and after school.

Equipment (i.e. jump ropes, balls, etc.) will be

available for use and will continue to be

disinfected routinely.

When PE and/or recess is held indoors,

prevention/mitigation measures will be

implemented to the greatest extent possible.

. 

Visitors/Volunteers
Per CDC/IDPH guidance, only essential visitors and

volunteers will be allowed in school buildings when there is

substantial-to-high community transmission. Decisions

regarding visitors and volunteers allowed depends on

building needs and is at the discretion of the principal. 

All visitors must adhere to health and safety

preventative/mitigation measures and Board policy 8:30 at

all times while visiting a district facility.

. 

COVID-19 Mitigation Strategies

https://www.d47.org/domain/347
http://go.boarddocs.com/il/d47/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=BHHEH23A73AA


Communication and Quarantine 
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Option 1: Close contact stays home for 14 calendar days. Date of last exposure is considered Day 0. After this time, the

student may return to school if not experiencing any COVID-like symptoms.

Option 2: Close contact stays home for 10 calendar days. Date of last exposure is considered Day 0. 

Must obtain proof of a negative PCR test collected Day 9 or after and within 48 hours of returning to school.

The student may return to school if not experiencing any COVID-like symptoms and if physical distancing and masking are

in place.

Option 2 can only be used for return to the classroom, not extracurricular activities or bus transportation. 

Option 3: Close contact stays home for 7 calendar days. Date of last exposure is considered Day 0. 

Must provide proof of a negative PCR test collected Day 6 or after and within 48 hours of returning to school.

The student may return to school if not experiencing any COVID-like symptoms and if physical distancing and masking are

in place. 

Option 3 can only be used for return to the classroom, not extracurricular activities or bus transportation.

Option 4: Test to Stay program This program is designed to allow students who may be identified as a “close contact” to

remain in the classroom. To participate in the program, students must be enrolled in Shield testing. Close contacts are tested

on Days 1, 3, 5, and 7 from the date of exposure by a PCR or rapid antigen or molecular emergency use authorization (EUA)-

approved test; the close contact can remain in the classroom as long as the results are negative.  Date of last exposure is

considered Day 0. 

Results must be obtained within 24 hours from specimen collection. 

Testing may be performed by the school nurse via BinaxNOW, a rapid antigen nasal swab test, or at a CLIA-certified site,                   

such as CVS or Walgreens. 

Per MCDH, while McHenry County is in high transmission of COVID-19, students cannot use this option to return to high-

risk extracurricular activities. Students can use this option to return to the classroom and extracurricular activities that

are not considered high risk. High-risk extracurricular activities are defined by CDC as those in which increased exhalation

occurs, such as activities that involve singing, shouting, band, or exercise, especially when conducted indoors.

Close contacts who ARE vaccinated: If exposed to COVID-19 and deemed a close contact, individuals who are FULLY

VACCINATED will not need to quarantine unless they are symptomatic or test positive for COVID-19. However, testing is

recommended between days 3-5.  Tip: Be sure your child's school has a copy of your child's vaccination card or email it to the

school health office. If a student is vaccinated and the district does not have proof of vaccination on file, the student will be

treated as if they were unvaccinated and be subject to contact tracing and quarantine.

Close contacts who are NOT vaccinated: Individuals who have NOT been vaccinated must quarantine if deemed a close contact

to a positive COVID case. Note: Students in the classroom who are within 3 to 6 feet of a student who has tested positive for

COVID will not be required to quarantine as long as both the individual who tested positive and the close contact were

consistently wearing face masks. 

The four quarantine options outlined below by the IDPH/MCDH apply only to COVID-19 exposures that occurred at school. In

general, all exposures that occur outside the school will require a 14 calendar day quarantine (option 1 below). All COVID

exposures outside the school setting will be investigated on a case-by-case basis; MCDH will determine whether modified

quarantine options 2-4 below can be used. 8/30/21 MCDH update: When COVID exposures occur with students sitting

less than 6 feet apart without consistent mask wearing, such as in the cafeteria, a 14-day quarantine is required. 

Note: MCDH may remove use of quarantine options from schools based on the level of community transmission.
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Communication

Quarantine

District 47 will work in collaboration with the McHenry County Department of Health if/when there is a positive case of COVID-19.

Families will be contacted by phone or email if their child is deemed a close contact.  District 47 will maintain a COVID dashboard

on its website that will be updated weekly. 

 

https://www.d47.org/Page/11815
https://www.d47.org/Page/11794


 Quarantine (cont'd)
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Fever (100.4°F or higher)

New onset of moderate to severe headache

Shortness of breath

New cough

Sore throat

Vomiting or diarrhea

New loss of sense of taste or smell

Fatigue from unknown cause

Muscle or body aches from unknown cause

Bus Transportation During Quarantine 

Per MCDH, while McHenry County is in high transmission, anyone using options 2-4 above cannot use the school bus for 14

calendar days after the close contact’s last exposure to the COVID-19 case.

Learning During Quarantine

Learning during quarantine will primarily consist of independent learning with students completing assignments at home created

by the student’s teacher(s). Depending on the situation and at the discretion of the teacher, quarantine instruction may also

include the student joining the classroom virtually or a combination of independent and virtual learning. Devices will be provided to

students quarantined at home if needed.

COVID-19 Symptoms 

Please keep your child at home as much as possible during the quarantine period and continue to monitor for any of the following

COVID-19 symptoms: 
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Quarantine


